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The history of the National Guard of West Vir~ia inclUdes 
. tely nine months of stnke duty III the Cablll Creek and 

approCm\ mine strikes of 1912-1913. During this time during the 
Pdrunt . tr~:";ons of Governors William Glasscock and Henry D. Hat-
a OlIOIS r~.,. lled t th e "'- d '1' f' Id th National Guards were oa .au , r e UllUes an ml ltary 
Ie , e e snt up three ,times and martial law was declared. courts wer v 

As many as 1,500 guardsmen of West Virginia were on duty 
at one time in ,this stpike-ndden area. The guard set up ,three 
military courts that tried and sentenced more than ~OO I?ersons to 
jail or prison sentences on many charges suoh as .mllm1datIon of 
workmen, larceny, adultery, ~is?rderly co~duct, dOing police duty 
in violation of the law, reslstmg a sentmel, ~arrymg concealed 
weapons, and perjury. The sentences ran as high as seven years 
in prison. 

It is true that all these men sentenced to jail were released by 
either Governor Glasscock or Governor Hatfield, if the sentences 
bad not been served. Among the prisoners who were sentenced were 
Mother Jones, the celebrated labor organizer. 

The National Guard also collected weapons, mostly from the 
coal companies or the mine guards of ,the Baldwin-Felts Detective 
Agency, and also from other mine guards, and quite a number from 
miners. They totaled 2,360, including six machine guns, 482 pistols, 
453 repeating rifles, 84 old sty le mountain rifles, 301 small repeating 
rifles, and 1136 shotguns of various types. They were piled behind 
the Capitol in Charleston . 

After the strike was settled by Governor Hatfield and the coal 
fiel.ds were. in operation again , two socialist newspapers were dis
at~fied WIth the results and kept up the agitation for more strike 

lICllOll. These two papers were slll?pressed by the National Guard 
under orders from the ChIef Execut!ve. They were the Socialist and 
lAbor Star of Huntington . Two edItors, Elmer Rumbaugh and W. 
H Thompson, were placed In the Cabell ounty jail , also the Labor 
ArRI1.I ~arle ton was uppressed. The legality of lhi a ti n was 
qucttlOlleO In courts n the grounds that martini law did n t e tend 
. ('11 ric ! and H,unlingt n. The c urt ruled that if the P~l rs 
~fla~d I~!e t~l t ry covered b m3~li o l 10\ , tiltH the martini 13\\ 

I 
I hI t",i,e r the \ .c~ t Vi r inin , tion,ll '\I ,IN in 

r ·hl\' .llld " " tOry or W ,t \ 'irgini ,l . The 
tn duty w.I kl (>pcd in th ' hi,torie', ,11th, ugh 
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. aoC sbowD dIIIt th~ guard did. 811Jdrin. it did DOl ... to do • :: aoC ordered 10 do m these acIioos. 

That is one fauk of so-caHed histories of any ~ aq, 
.... _.ftl facts, and this is PlU'licu!ar1y true of southern .. '"'--'~ tbeUDP- _. 

The guard was canc:d o~ on September 5, 1912, 10 slop a IIIOb 
some 2,000 persons m Pnnceton from I~ a ooloRd man, 

ci Johnson, bUl when the gDard got 10 DeeoWate
r 

on the Vir~~ Railway, it found that Johnson had been lynChed and so the 
Pard returned 10 Charleston. Johnson Was altelWard tbouaht 10 be ~ 


